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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2023 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

 
The regular meeting of the Martin County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by Chairman Richard Koons.  Commissioners present were Bleess, Koons, Flohrs, Smith, 
and Belgard (Belgard present via videoconferencing).  Also present were Scott Higgins, Martin 
County Coordinator, Taylor McGowan, County Attorney, Michael Forstner, Auditor/Treasurer, 
Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, Brooke Wohlrabe, Sentinel Newspaper, Julie 
Walters, Administrative Assistant, and members of staff and public. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the agenda for the February 7, 2023 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting with the following additions: 9.9.5 Consider Approval 
of Wage Increase for Branch Librarian, and 16.1 Discuss 2023 Commissioner Standing Committee 
Assignments.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Belgard, Bleess, Smith, Flohrs, and Koons.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the minutes from the January 17, 2023 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting; and approve the minutes of the December 8, 2022 
Special Truth in Taxation Hearing.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Flohrs, Bleess, Belgard, 
Smith, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Brian Nyborg, Area Wildlife Manager Windom Department of Natural Resources (DNR), was 
present and notified the Board of the DNR’s intention to accept a donation of 151.1 acres of land 
from the Merlyn Christensen Estate.  Nyborg noted this parcel will be known as “East Chain 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA) – Tract 11 & 12” and consists of 23.6 acres in Silver Lake 
Township, 42.2 acres in East Chain Township, and 85.3 acres in Pleasant Prairie Township, and 
that these townships have been notified.  Nyborg went on to note this 151.1 acre parcel contains 
116 acres of cropland.  We’re hoping we’ll take possession of this after 2022 taxes are paid the 
end of March first part of April and then we’ll begin seeding shortly after that.  We’ve already 
done a bit of work.  The buildings have all been removed by the personal representative of the 
estate so a lot of work has been done and comes to us in pretty decent shape.  We’ll be breaking 
some tile to restore some wetlands and in addition to that we’ve got one deer deprivation complaint 
in that neck of the woods so there’s clearly a need for wildlife food plots and we’ll do a 7-acre 
corn field and a 7-acre small grain field and those will be rotated so hopefully we pull those deer 
away from where they’re causing some problems right now.  Nyborg continued we are pretty 
excited about this piece.  This is one that we would have gladly purchased and is within the project 
proposal boundary for the East Chain WMA; so, a really nice acquisition.  Nyborg also noted the 
County’s proposed 2023 taxes were about $8,000 and the PILT payment based on your estimated 
value is $9,500 roughly so it is ¾ of 1% of the assessed value so that’s a rough estimate of what 
your PILT payment will be on those acres. 
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Michael Forstner, Auditor/Treasurer, was present and noted the Rose Lake Golf Club is requesting 
renewal of its Liquor, Wine, Club, or 3.2% License for a period of one year starting April 1, 2023 
through March 31, 2024.  Forstner noted that all required documentation has been received and 
recommends approval. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the renewal of Liquor, Wine, Club, or 
3.2% License with Sunday Sales beginning at 8:00 a.m. for the Rose Lake Golf Club for a period 
of one year starting April 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Smith, Bleess, Flohrs, Belgard, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Robert Long, Lobbyist with Larkin Hoffman Attorneys, along with Megan Knight, Federal 
Lobbyist in Washington, DC, were present via videoconferencing to review the availability of 
federal funding for projects like the proposed Martin County Regional Public Safety and Justice 
Center and recommend to pursue the federal funding for the proposed Justice Center and engage 
Larkin Hoffman for a period of six months. 
 
Long noted last year we proposed some federal funding, Congressionally Directed Spending, and 
last year if you remember the time you started this you were without a congress member.  
Congressman Hagedorn had just recently passed away.  The two US Senators Klobuchar and Smith 
did put our request for federal funding on their recommended list and it made it all the way up to 
the Appropriations Committee but we did not get funded.  Long went on to note the reason we are 
recommending to do it again this year is that Congressman Finstad has now been elected as the 
permanent congressmember for two years and so we have a sitting congressman and Congressman 
Finstad just recently announced that he will be accepting applications for Congressionally Directed 
Spending requests this year; and the reason that is important and what made him seek this is we’ve 
found that whenever a member of the House of Representatives puts a project on their list...every 
single project we got on a congress member’s list actually got funded.  So, we believe with 
Congressman Finstad being elected to a 2-year term we recommend requesting Congressionally 
Directed Spending funds in the amount of $2 million which seems to be the average size of funding 
for these local projects.   
 
Knight noted Mr. Long gave a very nice explanation of what went on with the Congressionally 
Directed Spending request and it’s quite an exciting time.  The last two years congress has 
successfully passed a budget including Congressionally Directed Spending projects for their 
districts and with Martin County being in the First Congressional District in Minnesota we will 
have an opportunity to participate when the House members go forward and present their projects.  
Congressman Finstad has agreed to evaluate projects and potentially put projects forward to the 
Appropriations Committee.  It’s really a great opportunity for you to go back for some federal 
money for your justice center. Every congress is different and every year is different but right now 
at this moment in time we know your Congressman Brad Finstad will be putting forward projects 
into the appropriations bills as well as to your United States Senators Klobuchar and Smith.  And, 
as you know, Senator Klobuchar and Senator Smith supported justice centers last year and we 
think that now with Congressman Finstad your opportunity for success is greatly increased.  I feel 
like we’re really well suited and well situated to take this project over the finish line.   
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Commissioner Smith inquired what the layout and timeframe of this might look like. 
 
Knight noted she will be contacting Congressman Finstad’s office but we could see something 
within the next couple of days to a week where Congressman Finstad would release an initial 
outreach of who needs money in my district and what can I do to help you.  So really the time is 
right now for our members of congress.  And as far as the Senate goes it’s about a month delay 
from that.  We would find out around June if we made it through a committee markup process 
from Congressman Finstad’s position and then likely to the Senate would be a little bit longer and 
more elongated to find out around the end of July before they go off to congressional recess.  It’s 
a fast process once it gets rolling and we’re right about to take off. 
 
Long noted Congressman Finstad should be releasing his application or request forms this week 
or next week and because of that we recommend a six month engagement for legislative 
representation by Larkin Hoffman starting February 1, 2023 through the end of July (2023) so that 
we could really work through this process with the goal of getting the Martin County Regional 
Public Safety and Justice Center on both Congressman Finstad’s letters of recommendation to the 
respective subcommittees of the House and Senate.  We think that a public safety project like 
Martin County’s would be very well situated for such a grant.  We think your chances of success 
are high if you proceed. 
 
Scott Higgins, Martin County Coordinator, was present and noted the Justice Committee did talk 
about it earlier and recommend moving forward with obtaining these funds and engaging Larkin 
Hoffman. 
 
Commissioner Bleess noted if that process gets elongated like it has in prior years at the federal 
level and they don’t decide things until March for example or September or October of this year 
will your monthly fixed fee be extended to represent us or is the amount of work that you’re putting 
in on the front end going to be enough without any need for additional fees throughout the 
remainder of the year if the federal government has some gridlock going on. 
 
Long noted our proposal really is just a six month proposal for $4,000 a month and $24,000 total 
and then it stops.  And it goes through July and the County Board could decide whether you want 
to continue that on a month to month basis if there is need.  But, right now it is a six month 
commitment and we will reevaluate in July. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after consideration, hereby approve and authorize 
engaging the Larkin Hoffman Firm for services and Legislative Representation to assist the County 
in obtaining federal funding for the proposed Martin County Regional Public Safety and Justice 
Center project for six (6) months beginning February 1, 2023 through July 31, 2023, at a rate of 
$4,000 per month; and to authorize the Board Chair to sign the required agreement between Martin 
County and the Larkin Hoffman Firm.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Flohrs, Belgard, Bleess, 
Smith, and Koons.  NAYS: None.  Motion carries. 
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Long next presented a State Bonding update including Senator Draheim’s introduction of Senate 
File No. 740 and Representative Olson’s introduction of House File No. 618 relating to capital 
investment; appropriating money for a regional public safety and justice center in Martin County; 
authorizing the sale and issuance of state bonds.  In Minnesota to pass a general obligation bonding 
bill you have to have 60% of the votes.  So, the Senate, because the democrats are the majority, 
they need seven republicans, and the House, where the democrats are also the majority, need eleven 
republicans to support a bonding bill.  And so, they’re working right now to try to develop a 
bipartisan bonding bill that will have support from both parties.  If they don’t do a general 
obligation bill the thing that is different this year is they have $17.4 billion of surplus and they’re 
talking about ways to use the surplus in one-time spending and both the democrats and republicans 
are talking about how to use that.  The democrats could have what we call a cash only bill.  If they 
can’t reach an agreement on a general obligation bill then they will begin discussion about a cash 
bill where they make general fund appropriations to the counties and cities that are asking for 
money rather than GO bonds and so we would develop a secondary bill where Martin County 
would receive a cash grant in the event they can’t do a general obligation.  We’re working right 
now on the second bill that will be introduced.  We won’t probably just mention Martin County 
because there’s roughly nine different facilities around the state...six counties and three cities, 
seeking funds for local public safety/law enforcement facilities.  So, there is a high demand for 
this money around the state.   
 
The Board thanked Long and Knight for their report. 
 
Melissa Sirovy, City Clerk of Truman, MN, was present via videoconferencing to request financial 
assistance for the cleanup of property that was donated to the City of Truman. 
 
Sirovy noted the City of Truman has obtained property located at 117 E. Ciro Street that was 
deeded to the city at no cost for restoration of a blighted property.  Sirovy went on to note the 
property is adjacent to the fire hall and will be used by that city department after the house has 
been demolished.  The property has been inspected for hazards and none were found that would 
require professional abatement.  A bid was received from Rosburg Construction in the amount of 
$15,674.80 for demolition and the City of Truman is requesting County assistance with the cost of 
this cleanup project; and demolition is slated for this spring. 
 
Much discussion ensued pertaining to funds expended from the County’s Tax Forfeited Land fund 
are for the purpose of assisting with demolition costs of tax forfeited properties.  That was the 
intent of that fund.  The County does not have funds available to assist with the cost of blighted 
property.  However, on a case by case basis, the County has assisted with demolition costs on 
properties that were not tax forfeited.   
 
Commissioner Smith noted I think we need to look at this further and establish a policy.  I look at 
the city of Ceylon’s main street and I look at Sherburn.  There are blighted properties everywhere.  
We need to set a policy so we’re not questioning every time something comes up.   
 
Chairman Koons noted we have that forfeited land fund that comes from the sale of the tax 
forfeited properties so it has always been used to help demolish these buildings.  It’s just that we 
have had a couple of these now that weren’t (tax forfeited) so we need to look at it.  As a rule, we 
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don’t help private people.  The way this tax forfeited land fund is set up is it is only to help the city 
when they get properties back as a rule. 
 
Commissioner Bleess noted my concern is the way things are going throughout the County, all 
these cities, if we start doing this now we can be doing this one hundred times a year.  Where does 
it stop?  That’s my question.  It’s not so much about the validity of whether this is a smart idea for 
Truman.  That’s Truman’s decision.  But, are we opening a can of worms where every meeting 
we’re going to be handing out tens of thousands of dollars when it’s really the cities’ responsibility 
to handle.   
 
After further discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bleess, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby table request from the City of Truman for 
Property Cleanup.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Flohrs, Bleess, and Koons.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Kevin Peyman, County Engineer, was present and reviewed state contract pricing received for the 
purchase of a budgeted Tandem Axel Truck.  Peyman noted the budgeted amount is $270,000 
($125,000 for the truck and $145,000 for box and attachments).  Peyman went on to note since 
delivery of the truck is currently unknown the purchase of the box/plows/controls and attachments 
will be brought to a future meeting for consideration.  Peyman also noted with the delivery date 
on the new truck unknown, he will wait and determine which truck will be replaced at a later date 
and will bring to a future commissioner meeting to consider sale of the unit.  Peyman recommends 
the purchase of a 2023 Freightliner 114SD Tandem Axle Truck from Truck Center Companies in 
Fairmont, MN at the state contract price of $121,974.00.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after careful consideration and review of the bid for 
replacement tandem axle truck, and upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, hereby 
approve and authorize the purchase of a budgeted 2023 Freightliner 114SD Tandem Axle Truck 
from Truck Center Companies in Fairmont, MN in the amount of $121,974.00 (State Contract 
Price); and that due to the estimated production and delivery of the truck, the purchase of a truck 
box, plow, controls and attachments, will be considered at a future meeting; and when determined 
which truck will be replaced will bring consideration to sell that particular unit to a future 
commissioner meeting.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, and 
Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Peyman next reviewed a lease agreement with Metro Sales Inc. for a Ricoh MP C3504ex Color 
System copier/network printer for the Martin County Highway Department.  Peyman noted we 
purchased our existing office copy network printer in May of 2013 and the unit is starting to show 
its age.  Peyman went on to note he was looking at replacing their current unit in 2024 so he had 
contacted their service rep, Metro Sales, to inquire about getting some pricing and information.  
Metro Sales contacted him back that they currently have a machine in the courthouse that is one 
generation below the newest model and two generations above what we currently have.  So, even 
though it is not budgeted for 2023, Metro Sales presented this as an option and we could save some 
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money.  Peyman noted the lease payment on a 60-month lease for this newer unit would be $135.00 
per month.  With our current usage the Maintenance Agreement on the new machine would be 
$83.43 per month and the total new monthly payment would be $218.43 ($80 per month total 
increase).  If we were to do a brand new machine instead of this slightly used one it would be 
$230.00 per month and with supply chain issues and prices we’d probably be looking at more than 
that next year.  So, it’s an option that we could do now and save some money on a slightly used 
unit as opposed to waiting until next year.  Peyman went on to note he doesn’t like to present non-
budgeted items but it’s a pretty small amount and thought it’s a way that we could get in a machine 
that would work well for us that’s a couple generations newer than the one we have; and a way to 
save some money over trying to get new right now.  Peyman recommends entering into a lease 
agreement with Metro Sales Inc. for a Ricoh MP C350ex Color System for $135.00 per month for 
60 months.   
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bleess, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the County Engineer, 
hereby approve the lease agreement with Metro Sales Inc. for a Ricoh MP C3504ex Color System 
in the amount of $135.00 per month for 60 months.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, 
Belgard, Flohrs, Bleess, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Peyman next presented a recommendation to hire former employee Jeff Hall to perform on-call 
motor grader services to help with snow plowing in the event the Highway Department is short 
staffed.  Peyman noted on-call services will be paid at $30.00 per hour up to 80 hours of work time 
beginning February 8, 2023 through April 30, 2023.  Peyman went on to note Hall will only be 
called in when he is needed and it will be nice to have him as a back-up in case of an emergency.  
Peyman also noted Hall has plowed for the County for twenty years so he can run a motor grader 
and is familiar with the routes.  Peyman recommends approval to hire Hall to perform motor grader 
snow plowing services on an on-call basis. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bleess, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after careful review and consideration, and upon the 
recommendation of the County Personnel Committee and Human Resources Director, hereby 
approve the hire of Jeff Hall to perform motor grader snow plowing services on an on-call basis at 
$30.00 per hour, effective February 8, 2023 through April 30, 2023; and is not eligible for County 
benefits.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Flohrs, Belgard, Bleess, and Koons.  NAYS:  
None.  Motion carries. 
 
Peyman presented a Highway Department Update noting it is business as usual for this time of 
year with crews out back-pushing snow and getting things scraped clean while there’s a bit of a 
winter weather break and warmer temperatures.   
 
Mike Sheplee, County Assessor, was present and noted Larry Krenz, owner of property in 
connection with the proposed construction of a new single-family home located at 19xx 230th St, 
Truman, MN has applied for abatement of property taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel ID 
No. 20.007.0200 in Westford Township for a period of 10 years.  The total amount of taxes 
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proposed to be abated by the County on the Property is $16,484.  Sheplee also noted that all of the 
application requirements have been met and that no construction has begun on the proposed 
building site.  Sheplee recommends approval of the tax abatement request. 
 
Chairman Koons opened the meeting for public comment in consideration of the proposed property 
tax abatement.  No representatives from the public were in attendance nor was public input or 
comments submitted in writing received concerning the proposed property tax abatement. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, to close the public portion 
of the meeting.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Bleess, Flohrs, Belgard, and Koons.  
NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve a Property Tax Abatement for Parcel ID 
No. 20.007.0200 in the City of Truman, for a period of 10 years. 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-#14/’23 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) of Martin County, Minnesota (the 
“County”), as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Recitals. 
 
 1.01. Pursuant to Section 469.1813, subdivision 1 of the Act, the County may grant an abatement 
of all or a portion of the taxes imposed by the County on a parcel of property. 
 
 1.02. On March 17, 2020, the Board of the County adopted a resolution establishing the Tax 
Abatement Policy for New Construction of Single and Multi-Family Housing (the “Policy”) to provide tax 
abatement assistance for single and multi-family housing projects in the County.  The County has a shortage 
of decent, safe and sanitary housing for residents and job seekers in the County.  Based on a City of Fairmont 
Housing Study completed in January 2020 by Community Partners Research, Inc., there is a need for future 
new rental and owner-occupied housing units in the County to keep up with projected housing needs in the 
County.  Through the Policy, the County desires to provide incentives to encourage the construction of new 
owner occupied and rental residential housing units, and to encourage replacement of dilapidated housing. 
 
 1.03. The County has received an application from Larry Krenz (the “Owner”), owner of certain 
real property located at 19xx 230th St, Truman, MN as described in Exhibit A attached hereto (the “Property”), 
to grant a property tax abatement (the “Abatement”) pursuant to the Policy and Minnesota Statutes, 
Sections 469.1812 to 469.1815, as amended (the “Act”), in connection with the construction of a new single-
family home on the Property (the “Project”).   
 

1.04. The County has determined that it is reasonable and necessary to provide certain financial 
assistance to the Owners in order to facilitate the Owner’s plans for the Project and the Property, and to that 
end, the Board will consider approving the Abatement for the Owners. 
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 1.05. The Property is not located in a tax increment financing district. 
 
 1.06. On the date hereof, the Board of Commissioners of the County conducted a duly noticed 
public hearing on the Abatement proposed to be granted by the County to the Owners pursuant to this 
resolution.  The views of all interested persons were heard at the public hearing. 
 
 Section 2.  Findings. 
 
 2.01. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into this resolution. 
 
 2.02. It is hereby found and determined that the benefits to the County from the Abatement will be 
at least equal to the costs to the County of the Abatement for the following reasons: 
 
 (a) The Project will generate additional County tax revenues after the termination of the 

Abatement, which revenues will exceed the amount of the Abatement itself. 
 
 (b) By helping to enhance the Property, the Abatement will help preserve and increase the value 

of the Property. 
 
 2.03. It is hereby found and determined that the Abatement is in the public interest because such 
action will increase or preserve the tax base.  In addition, the Project will help provide employment 
opportunities by providing construction jobs and will increase the supply of decent, safe and sanitary housing 
for residents and job seekers in the County.  The Abatement will provide additional housing options in the 
County which helps satisfy a critical housing goal and need in the County as set forth by the Policy. 
 
 Section 3.  Actions Ratified; Abatement Approved. 
 
 3.01. The Board hereby ratifies all actions of the County’s staff in arranging for approval of this 
resolution in accordance with the Act. 
 
 3.02. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Abatement is hereby approved and adopted subject to 
the following terms and conditions: 
 

(a) The term “Abatement” means the real property taxes generated in any tax-payable year by 
extending the County’s total tax rate for that year against the tax capacity of the Project and the 
Property, excluding the tax capacity of the land and the current value of any existing structures on the 
Property as outlined in the Policy. 
 
(b) In accordance with Section 469.1813, subdivision 8 of the Act, in no case shall the 
Abatement, together with all other abatements approved by the County under the Act and paid in 
any one year exceed the greater of 10% of the County’s net tax capacity for that year or $200,000 
(the “Abatement Cap”).  The County may grant any other abatements permitted under the Act after 
the date of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year exceed the 
Abatement Cap, the allocation of Abatement Cap to such other abatements is subordinate to the 
Abatement granted pursuant to this resolution. 
 
(c) The Abatement shall commence the first year following the date of occupancy of the housing 
project and continue for 10 years, which is anticipated to be 2024 until 2033.  The total amount of the 
taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for the years 2024 through 2033 is estimated 
to be $16,484. 
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(d) In no event shall the payment of the Abatement to the Owners be for more than ten (10) years. 
 
(e) The Abatement is subject to modification in accordance with the Act and in accordance with 
the County’s Policy. 
 
(f) In accordance with Section 469.1815 of the Act, the County will add to its levy in each year 
during the term of the Abatement the total estimated amount of current year Abatement granted under 
this resolution. 

(g) The County makes no warranties or representations regarding the amount of the Abatement. 

(h) The Owners shall comply with all terms of the Policy.  In the event of any conflict between 
this resolution and the Policy, the Policy shall control.   

(i)  The County shall provide the Abatement payment on a pay as you go basis in accordance 
with the Policy.  

(j) The Abatement shall be null and void if construction of the Project is not commenced 
within 1 year of the approval of this resolution.  

 
 Section 4. Implementation.  The Board Chair and the County Coordinator are authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver any agreements, certificates, or other documents that the County determines are 
necessary to implement this resolution. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This resolution is effective upon the adoption of this resolution. 

 
Approved by the Board of Commissioners of Martin County, Minnesota, this 7th day of February, 

2023. 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
       
Richard Koons, Board Chair 

Attest: 
 
      
Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
EXHIBIT A TO ABATEMENT RESOLUTION 

 
THE PROPERTY 

 
PID Number: 20.007.0200 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of February, 2023. 
 
Sheplee next noted Minnesota Statutes set guidelines as to when the County Board of Appeal and 
Equalization may convene.  Current law provides that the County Board of Appeal and 
Equalization may meet after the second Friday in June (9th) on at least one meeting day and may 
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meet up to 10 consecutive days.  The Board of Equalization for 2023 must hold a meeting that 
does not recess or adjourn prior to 7 p.m.  Sheplee recommends the County Board establish the 
meeting date in order to include it on the valuation notices to be mailed out to each property owner 
in March.  The law also requires that at least one member of the County Board of Equalization 
must have received the training provided by the Department of Revenue and be certified.  Sheplee 
recommends that the 2023 Martin County Board of Appeal and Equalization be set for Tuesday, 
June 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Higgins noted the Board of Equalization typically consists of the five (5) Board members and the 
Auditor/Treasurer. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bleess, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, representing themselves as the Martin County Board of 
Appeal and Equalization, along with the appointment of the Auditor/Treasurer, hereby approve 
and set the meeting date of June 20, 2023 beginning at 6:30 p.m. for the County Board of 
Equalization to be held in the Martin County Courthouse, 201 Lake Avenue, Fairmont, MN, First 
Floor – Commissioners Meeting Room, with the County Board of Commissioners serving as the 
Board of Equalization, along with the appointment of Michael Forstner, Auditor/Treasurer, as a 
member of the Board as well.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Flohrs, Belgard, Smith, Bleess, 
and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Chairman Koons opened a brief discussion to change the regularly scheduled commissioner 
meeting time on June 20, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve changing the regularly scheduled 
commissioner meeting time on June 20, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, was present and noted before you for consideration 
is a tentative agreement for our Corrections and Communications Union with LELS #115.  Johnson 
went on to note similar to the last three (3) contracts that we brought before you this group has 
agreed to a three-year renewal for 2023 through 2025 with a compensation of 3% general wage 
adjustments plus 2% pay matrix recalibration for 2023, and 3% general wage adjustments for 2024 
and 2025; also agreed to adding premium pay for Field Training Officers of $2.00 per hour to train 
new personnel; and then adding a provision for Juneteenth as a recognized holiday in the event the 
state of Minnesota adopts it as a recognized holiday.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the Law Enforcement Labor Services 
Local #115 Corrections & Communications Union Contract Agreement, effective January 1, 2023 
through December 31, 2025; and authorize the Board Chair to sign the LELS Local #115 
Corrections and Communications Union Contract Agreement.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
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Johnson noted with the approval of the Collective Bargaining Unit Agreement for this group before 
you for consideration is the wage placement for eligible members of the LELS Local #115 
Corrections and Communications Collective Bargaining Group and recommends implementing it 
immediately and retroactively paying those employees the difference for the hours already paid 
for January 1 through January 28, 2023, to be paid this Friday, February 10, 2023. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the Board Chair to sign the resolution 
establishing the CY2023 Wages and Salaries for LELS Local #115 Corrections and 
Communications Collective Bargaining Eligible Employees. 
 
R-#15/’23 

RESOLUTION  
ESTABLISHING THE CY2023 WAGES AND SALARIES  

FOR LELS LOCAL #115 CORRECTIONS & COMMUNICATIONS 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES 

 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of Commissioners that Martin County bargaining unit 
employees be compensated fairly and equitably based upon their performance; and, 
  
WHEREAS, the Board established an intent to maintain a competitive compensation schedule for 
County employees within the County’s Classification and Compensation system; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners in and for the County 
of Martin, State of Minnesota, that effective January 1, 2023, the union employees shall receive a 
General Wage Adjustment increase of 3.0% subject to the County’s Classification and 
Compensation plan and Collective Bargaining Groups; and, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 2023 Salary Matrix for the Martin County Classification 
and Compensation Plan shall be recalibrated to include a 2.0% general increase effective January 
1, 2023; and, 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve 
the general wage adjustment of 3.0% for eligible union employees, and a 2.0% recalibration of the 
2023 Pay Matrix and approve step increases (appointed and hired), per the County 
Compensation/Classification Plan, and eligible LELS Local #115 Corrections & Communications, 
per union contract, effective January 1, 2023. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, said resolution duly passed 
and adopted this 7th day of February, 2023. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Richard Koons, Board Chair 
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ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day of February, 2023. 
 
Johnson next noted interviews have been completed for a Part Time Branch Floater with the Martin 
County Library System and recommends the hire of Heidi Quist at Grade 10 Step 1 at $21.36 per 
hour at 20 hours per week, effective February 13, 2023. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, upon the recommendation of the Human Resources 
Director, hereby approve and authorize the hire of Heidi Quist to Part Time Branch Floater for the 
Martin County Library System at Grade 10 Step 1 at $21.36 per hour at 20 hours per week, 
effective February 13, 2023.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, 
and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Johnson presented a wage increase recommendation for Michele Nelson, Children’s & Young 
Adult Librarian with the Martin County Library System.  Johnson noted Nelson has successfully 
completed the 1 Year Probationary Period and practice set forth in collective bargaining agreement 
for step increase.  Johnson went on to note the new wage for Nelson is Grade 12 Step 2 at $26.56 
per hour and will become effective February 4, 2023. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolve that the Martin 
County Board of Commissioners, as the governing board and having authority to determine wages 
for Martin County Library employees, and after successful completion of 1 Year Probationary 
Period and practice set forth in collective bargaining agreement for step increase, and upon the 
recommendation of the Martin County Personnel Committee, hereby approve wage increase for 
Michele Nelson, Children’s & Young Adult Librarian, to Grade 12 Step 2 at $26.56 per hour, 
effective February 4, 2023.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and 
Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Johnson presented a wage increase recommendation for Theresa Ricard, Part Time Branch 
Librarian for the Martin County Library System.  Johnson noted Ricard has fulfilled the required 
number of hours to be eligible for a step increase and recommends approval to Grade 10 Step 7 at 
$27.95 per hour, effective February 7, 2023. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, as the governing board and having authority to determine 
wages for Martin County Library employees, and after successful completion for step increase set 
forth in collective bargaining agreement, and upon the recommendation of the Martin County 
Personnel Committee, hereby approve wage increase for Theresa Ricard, Part Time Branch 
Librarian, to Grade 10 Step 7 at $27.95 per hour, effective February 7, 2023.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Belgard, Bleess, Smith, Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
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Higgins noted the Board is being asked to consider the list (attached) of recommended projects for 
the use of fund balance as a result of ARPA funding in the amount of $3,823,192 and the additional 
$100,000 to be received through the Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Funds.  Higgins 
went on to note in addition, the Board is being asked to establish a Special Fund 27 for the purpose 
of accounting for each of the proposed projects.  Each project will have an assigned project 
number.  The project number is to be used for all costs associated with the project.  Higgins 
recommends establishing the Special Project(s) Fund. 
 

Proposed Projects for Fund Balance Created by ARPA Funds 
 

Project Description Projected Expenditure
 Totals 

 

1,119,667 
 

Technology 

441,000 
 

General Fund 
 

 592,525 

EDA Broadband 
 

1,500,000 

EDA EDA - Projects (Potential Funding for Day Care ) 100,000 100,000 

Veterans Memorial Veterans Mem. Perpetual 50,000 50,000 

Justice Center Justice Center Land Option  20,000 
 
 
 

Parking Lot-Courthouse Drainage 
Library - Roof 
1200 N. State - Office 
1200 N. State - Garage Roof 
Windows 
Human Resources Building Windows 

 

80,000 
123,500 
125,000 
400,000 
200,000 
191,167 

 

Scanning 
Tyler - Financial 
UKG (2022) 
Phone System 
Cybersecurity 
Website Enhancement and GIS 

 

80,000 
175,000 

16,000 
80,000 
50,000 
40,000 

 

Jail Kitchen (2022) 
Commissioner Chairs 
Employee Training 
Duct Cleaning 
Drainage -CD #28 
Elections-Equipment 
Fleet Vehicle 
Assessor Office (equip) 
MIS (equip) 

 

80,000 
5,000 

20,000 
75,000 

124,000 
200,000 

30,000 
38, 525 
20,000 

 

Designated Funds  
CIP Fund 
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Total Project Expenditures
 $
3,823,192.00 

 
 

 

 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be it Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after review and consideration in the use of the fund 
balance as a result of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding received by the County in 
the amount of $3,823,192, and Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Funds to be received in 
the amount of $100,000, and upon the recommendation of the County ARPA Committee, hereby 
approve the use of the aforementioned funds for the proposed special projects as listed; and at the 
County Board’s sole discretion to revise the project list as necessary to meet the needs of the 
County; and approve the establishment of Fund 27 as a Special Project Fund for the purpose of 
accounting for costs associated for each project.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Bleess, Flohrs, 
Smith, Belgard, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Chairman Koons recommends allocating $1.5 million of the ARPA fund balance to the Martin 
County Broadband Grant Program to be administered through the Martin County EDA. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and allocate $1.5 million of the ARPA 
fund balance to the Martin County Broadband Grant Program to be administered through the 
Martin County EDA.  Roll Call  AYES:  Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and 
Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Tam Plumhoff, Wellness Committee Chair, was present and reviewed the Martin County CY2023 
County Wellness Program noting the South-Central Service Cooperative (SCSC) Regional 
Wellness Program provides wellness dollars to improve the physical, mental, and social wellbeing 
of all individuals to its members.  Martin County is again a member of the SCSC and is eligible 
for $9,680.00 ($80 per 121 contracts) in wellness dollars to be used toward a variety of program 
goals to promote healthier and happier employees with improved self-esteem, increased job 
performance, a decrease in sick leave days and lower health plan utilizations.  Plumhoff also noted 
that in 2022 Martin County Wellness had a 75% employee participation in Wellness events. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, having established the Martin County Wellness Program, 
and supports the programming of the Wellness Committee, hereby approve the CY2023 Wellness 
Budget in the amount of $9,680.00; and to approve and authorize Tam Plumhoff, Chair of the 
Martin County Wellness Committee, to sign the required agreements pertaining to the Wellness 

Total Proposed Expenditures 
Total ARPA Allocation 
Remaining Fund Balance 

 

$3,823,192.00 
$3,823,192 

$ - 
 

Additional Funding 
Tribal Funding 

 
County Trail Fund $100,000 
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Program through the South Central Service Cooperative for CY2023; and to authorize the County 
Coordinator to administer the overall Wellness/Fitness Program and Budget.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Shane Fett, Drainage Inspector, was present and noted a new public hearing date and time needs 
to be set for the Preliminary Engineer’s Report for the CD #27 Improvement Project.  The Board 
previously set the date of February 7, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. to hold the public hearing but there were 
conflicts with the attorney and engineer.  Fett recommends setting a new date and time for March 
16, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Drainage Authority for Martin County, 
having received a petition for an Improvement to CD #27, hereby set a public hearing date and 
time for the Preliminary Engineer’s Report for the CD #27 Improvement Project.  Public Hearing 
will be held on Thursday, March 16, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Meeting Room – 
Martin County Courthouse.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Bleess, Flohrs, Belgard, and 
Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Fett next presented a recommendation to increase the beaver bounty in Martin County from $50 
per beaver to $100 per beaver and to revise the current Beaver(s) Removed from Martin County 
Drainage Systems Policy to reflect the beaver bounty increase.  Fett noted the beaver bounty was 
increased back in 2017 from $20 per beaver to $50 per beaver; however, over the past few years 
with the rising cost of fuel and everything else, we’ve gotten a lot of feedback from our beaver 
trappers in the County that they are going to stop doing it all together if the bounty doesn’t increase.  
Fett went on to note we’ve also communicated with other counties in the state with multiple 
counties talking about raising their rates.  Fett  recommends setting the beaver bounty at $100 per 
tail.  Beavers can be very destructive to drainage systems so $100 is pretty small compared to how 
much damage they can cause. 
 
Commissioner Flohrs noted it is well worth paying trappers to get the beaver out of our drainage 
systems. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Drainage Authority for Martin County, 
hereby approve and authorize increasing the Martin County beaver bounty from $50.00 per beaver 
to $100.00 per beaver, and approve and authorize revision to the current Martin County Policy to 
reflect the beaver bounty increase.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Smith, 
Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Higgins noted two bids were requested and received for engineering services for a stormwater 
drainage project to include the courthouse roof drainage (downspouts), curb and gutter along the 
bank of the lake, and sidewalk improvement along the west side of the courthouse.  Higgins 
reviewed the bids and noted the base bids are close. 
 

ISG Bolton and Menk Inc. 
Services Compensation Services Compensation 

Construction Documents $18,000 Survey – Fixed Fee $3,900 
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Bid Administration $1,500 Civil Design & Construction 
Assistance – Hourly, Not to Exceed 

 
$19,000 

Construction Administration T&M - 
Estimated 

   
$1,500 

 
TOTAL 

 
$22,900 

Construction Staking T&M - 
Estimated 

 
$2,500 

Additional fees for winter survey – 
Fixed Fee 

 
$1,000 

Estimated Total $23,500 Construction Staking – Estimated $2,800 - $4,800 
 
Commissioner Smith noted we talked about this at length yesterday at our Building Committee 
meeting but did not have ISG’s final numbers so the Building Committee does not have a 
recommendation.  The Building Committee discussed the whole roof project yesterday and most 
of us on the committee felt like the drainage from the roof should have been addressed during the 
roof project and it wasn’t.  Commissioner Belgard laid out the advantages of using Bolton and 
Menk and I agree with him on that.  Yesterday we did not have final figures from ISG.  This is the 
first time we’ve seen it this morning.  The cost is comparable on both bids. 
 
Commissioner Belgard noted Commissioner Smith is correct.  We were going to wait and see what 
ISG’s final number was.  The Building Committee had a good discussion and felt that ISG should 
have included the whole process of the courthouse drainage as part of the courthouse roof project. 
Belgard went on to note Troy Nemmers is the representative for Bolton and Menk and we had 
discussions with Nemmers and there are some advantages with him being a former city employee 
and being involved with what the city would be requesting of us.   
 
After further discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after review and consideration for the bid proposals 
received for engineering services to include design, specs, and bidding construction services for 
stormwater drainage project to include the courthouse roof drainage (downspouts), curbing and 
gutter along the bank of the lake, and sidewalk improvement along the west side of the courthouse, 
hereby approve the bid proposal from Bolton and Menk Inc. in the amount of $22,900 plus 
additional fees for winter survey at a fixed fee of $1,000 and construction staking estimated at 
$2,800 - $4,800; and to authorize the Board Chair to sign the required documents to engage the 
approved firm for the aforementioned engineering services.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners 
Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, Smith, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
The Board recessed at 10:40 a.m. 
The Board reconvened at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Chairman Koons opened discussion regarding a recommendation for the placement of the 
descriptive helicopter plaque and donor plaques at the County Veterans Memorial Site.   
 
Chairman Koons noted the Martin County Veterans Memorial (MCVM) Committee discussed the 
plaques by the helicopter at their meeting held on February 1, 2023 and after committee discussion 
the following motions were made. 
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John McDonald made a motion that the MCVM Committee is recommending to the 
Commissioners that the descriptive helicopter plaque be placed into the rock.  The Restoration 
Crew names be engraved on the bench pedestal.  The AH-1 helicopter dedication date will be on 
the seat of the bench.  Tom Childs seconded the motion.  Motion carried with Richard Koons 
abstaining. 
 
Chairman Koons noted that’s their recommendation to solve some of the issues of the plaque.  
They want to engrave it into that stone, and move forward with cutting the names that are on the 
back of the plaque on a separate bench that’s going to have the helicopter dedication date on the 
front side of the bench and the back side of the bench would have the Restoration Crew and would 
be facing kind of southwest so that you can sit in it and get your picture taken and get the rock and 
the plaque and the helicopter all in one shot.  This part is kind of what was brought to us by Chuck 
Mixson several months ago.  
 
Chairman Koons continued, there was a motion made by Mitch Jenkins to have all the names from 
the small plaques go on the Donor Wall.  The plaques will be presented to those donors.  Chuck 
Maday seconded the motion.  Motion carried with Richard Koons abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Belgard noted I think that we need to keep going on this project.  There are two 
sides to this that are arguing about it.  At some point we just need to take an action here and one 
side or the other is going to be mad no matter what we do.  I kind of agree that this is a compromise. 
 
Commissioner Smith noted I’ve received calls about this just recently and this project needs to be 
finished.  It needs to get done.  There’s been too much animosity and arguing over this project.  
However, I do have a problem with the Veterans Memorial Committee doing things on that 
property that the Commissioners have not approved.  Like those two rocks.  So, we say okay fine 
we’re going to use your rocks...what are they going to do next?  They will not listen to us.  They 
will not work with the County Board.  So, they’re not compromising at all.  We’re the ones that 
are going to have to compromise here.  We need to get the project finished.  We need to move on. 
We need to be done with this and have a County memorial that we can all be proud of and that our 
veterans can be proud of. 
 
Chairman Koons noted I agree with you Commissioner Smith.  Everybody has taken some steps 
out of bounds along the way and we can’t change the past.  We have to look out the front window 
and not the rearview mirror.  We’ve got to finish this. 
 
Commissioner Smith noted is the Veterans Memorial Committee going to work with us then? 
 
Chairman Koons noted well we could make that part of the motion.  We’re this close to being 
done.  We’ve got six statues coming in April and this thing is done; with the exception of this 
plaque and the donor plaques...we’re done.  We can be done with this.  Yeah, we’re taking a hit 
too; but, it’s all part of compromise and its all part of getting it done so we can say okay enough 
is enough.  That’s where I’m at. 
 
Commissioner Flohrs noted I totally agree with you.  When I first read this I was very surprised 
that they came to us at all.   I expected them to just do something.  So, yes I want to get this done. 
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Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Bleess, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Martin County 
Veterans Memorial Committee that the descriptive helicopter plaque be placed into the rock; the 
Restoration Crew names be engraved on the bench pedestal; the AH-1 helicopter dedication date 
will be on the seat of the bench; the names from the small donor plaques go on the Donor Wall; 
and the plaques will be presented to those donors.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Belgard, 
Bleess, Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  Commissioner Smith.  Motion carries. 
 
The Board reviewed Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT Transactions to be paid February 7, 
2023. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Bord of Commissioners, hereby approve Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT 
Transactions to be paid on February 7, 2023, and includes the Highway Department bills and 
Drainage bills as presented.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and 
Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Warrants received and paid February 7, 2023, are registered on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s 
Office as follows: 
 
Revenue Fund – Warrants Approved February 7, 2023  $   594,254.38 
Enhanced 9-1-1 Fund       $       1,059.92 
Martin Co Economic Development     $            57.50 
Solid Waste Management Fund     $       4,435.74 
Human Services Fund       $   336,039.00 
Recorder’s Technology       $       2,678.74 
Recorder’s Compliance      $       4,955.75 
Ind. Sewage Treatment Sys. Loan     $       5,162.05 
Building-CIP-Fund       $   279,692.38 
Human Service Building Fund     $     33,702.45 
        Total $1,262,037.91 
 
Road and Bridge Funds Totaled     $     93,843.04 
Martin County Ditch Funds Totaled     $   276,211.05 
 
The Board briefly discussed their 2023 Board Standing Committee Assignments including Kinship 
of Martin County, Bureau 14, and County representation on the Fairmont Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Higgins noted a  request for use of the courthouse on April 22, 2023, for Prom pictures for Fairmont  
High School. Higgins stated that Luke Cyphers, Building Maintenance Supervisor, will be 
available during the time they are at the courthouse.   
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bleess, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize use of the courthouse 
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rotunda area the afternoon of April 22, 2023, for use  by Fairmont High School Prom.  Roll Call 
AYES:  Commissioners Flohrs, Belgard, Smith, Belgard, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion 
carries. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby move into closed session pursuant to Minnesota 
Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3(c) (3) – Purchase of Real Property for County Use.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Smith, Flohrs, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Closed session began at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Present were Commissioners Bleess, Koons, Flohrs, Smith, and Belgard.  Also present were Taylor 
McGowan, County Attorney, Scott Higgins, Martin County Coordinator, and Julie Walters, 
Administrative Assistant. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, hereby move back into open 
session.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and Koons.  NAYS:  
None.  Motion carries. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby move back into open session.  Roll Call AYES:  
Commissioners Bleess, Belgard, Flohrs, Smith, and Koons.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carries. 
 
Board back in open session at 11:51 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby authorize the County Attorney to proceed with 
the Option to Purchase Real Property Agreement subject to modification that the option money 
would be applied to the purchase price; and that the 2022 crop damage would be clearly delineated 
as far as the dollar amount.  Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Belgard, Bleess, Flohrs, and Smith.  
NAYS:  None.  Abstain:  Chairman Koons.  Motion carries. 
 
The Board reviewed Reports and Announcements including: 14.1 American Legion Post 36 
Proposal Letter Regarding the Veteran Name Inscriptions for Martin County Veterans Memorial; 
14.2 Broker-Dealer Certificate (MN Statute 118A Deposit and Investments of Local Funds); 14.3 
Thank You Letter from Martin County Historical Society; 14.4 Thank You Letter from Southern 
Minnesota Tourism Association; and 14.6 Thank You Letter from Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation (SMIF). 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars of previous and upcoming meetings and activities:  
January 17, 2023 – Building Committee meeting, Martin County Veterans Memorial Committee 
meeting; January 18, 2023 – F-M Joint County Human Services meeting; January 19, 2023 – 
Legalization Training, Traverse des Sioux Library meeting, Des Moines River Watershed One 
Watershed One Plan meeting; January 23, 2023 – Rural Minnesota Energy Board meeting, 
Minnesota Valley Action Council, Broadband Committee meeting, South Central Workforce 
Council Joint Powers Board meeting in Mankato, MN; January 24, 2023 – Convention and 



20 
 

Visitor’s Bureau meeting; January 25, 2023 through January 27, 2023 – AMC Commissioner 101 
Training; January 25, 2023 – South Central Minnesota Multi-County HRA meeting; January 27, 
2023 – Commissioner Koons met with Ned Koppen; January 30, 2023 – South Central Minnesota 
Multi-County HRA virtual meeting; January 31, 2023 – Board of Equalization Training, ARPA 
meeting, and Navigator meeting; February 1, 2023 – Prairieland Interviews, Justice Center 
Bonding Call, and Martin County Veterans Memorial Committee meeting; February 2, 2023 – 
AMC Futures Committee meeting; February 6, 2023 – Building and Purchasing Committee 
meeting, regular Martin County EDA meeting at 5:15 p.m.; February 8, 2023 – Human Services 
Executive Board meeting, Martin County Parks/Trail Committee meeting, Bureau 14 meeting; 
February 9, 2023 – Soil and Water meeting, Martin County Substance Abuse Prevention meeting; 
February 10, 2023 – Prairie Lakes Transit Executive Board meeting; February 14, 2023 – Library 
Board meeting; February 16, 2023 – Traverse des Sioux Library meeting; February 17, 2023 – 
Prairieland meeting; February 20, 2023 – Presidents Day Holiday Observed – Courthouse Closed; 
February 21, 2023 – regular Board of Commissioners meeting at 9:00 a.m. – Commissioners 
Meeting Room – Martin County Courthouse; February 22-23, 2023 – AMC Legislative 
Conference in St. Paul, MN. 
 
With no further business to wit, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:17 p.m. 
 
         BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Richard Koons, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 


